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their regiments, and finally seven of the great industrial
concerns in Berlin were placed under military control and
the men ordered to resume work on pain of punishment in
accordance with the utmost rigour of martial law.

By February 3 the whole strikemovement had collapsed,
but the effect in the country was so serious that, in a
letter to the Minister for War on February 18, Ludendorffl
recommended that in future industrial disputes should be
settled " in general without the employment of force ".
" Nevertheless ", he added, " it is necessary to be prepared
for all eventualities, and it is for this reason that I have
consented to leave the desired troops in Germany." In
reality he was so much disturbed that he sent a secret
order to each army commander instructing him to keep
two battalions ready for use against the civilian popula-
tion.

To the watchers in Petrograd and in Brest the mirage
faded, the hopes of an infant revolution in Germany and
Austria again burned low. Lenin had been right. One should
never mistake the second month for the ninth.

While Trotsky thus fought for his principles at Petro-
grad, Kiihlmann and Czernin were wrestling with " princi-
palities and powers " in their respective capitals. Count
Hertling took advantage of Kiihlmann's presence in Berlin
to make, in the course of a full-dress debate on foreign
affairs on January 24, his reply to Wilson's Fourteen
Points. His acceptance of the formula " open covenants
openly arrived at" was illustrated by his reference to the
fact that at Brest the negotiations were being conducted
with complete publicity, and that Germany was fully
prepared to accept publicity of negotiations as a general
political principle.

But with regard to Russia, the Imperial Chancellor